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of Ahniadabad and at this date a member of the Viceroy's
Council, who, having been requested to give his views on
the proposals, wiole a long minute from Simla in October,
1886, condemning Colonel Ducat's schemes ia the strongest
terms. Sir Theodore Hope, whose views \u*re widely
circulated in Ahmadnbad and weie also published in the
Boinhav Gazette* recommended his Ahmadubad friends 1o
have nothing to do with undeiground drainage and to con-
centrate their forces instead on perfecting the removal of
sewage by hand and on the surf ace-removal of sullage.

Sir Theodore's ophiiou, though unquestionably wrong,
was a powerful weapon in the hands oi Ranclitiodlal's
adversaries, and for the time being rendered active prosecu-
tion of Colonel Ducat's plans impossible. Ranchhodlal
however, who realised that this distinguished official had
been misled by hasty generalisations from the entiiely
different conditions and circumstances of other parts of
India, notably of Lahore in the Panjab, replied to Sir
Theodore's Hope's report in an elaborate memorandum,
defending his own proposals and exposing the blunders of
Sir Theodore Hope and h*s expert adviser. This memoran-
dum he disseminated among his colleagues and the public
of Ahmadabad, and ai the same time wrote a temperate and
practical letter to Sir Theodore Hope, pointing out the
fallacies of his arguments and the costly impracticability
of his alternative recommendations. He also gave a
practical demonstration of the truth of one of Colonel
Ducat's chief contentions by sinking a trial well iu the river
bed at Dudheshvar and demonstrating that double the daily
quantity of water required by the city could be easily raised
by machinery from a single well of the diameter mid depth
recommended in Colonel Ducat's scheme. Nor did he
forget the educative influence o{ public discussion in the
Press and wrote more than one letter combating the tlleories
and statements of his opponents and justifying the detailed
schemes of the expert. The latter, as may be imagined,
was not disposed to accept Sir Theodore Hope's rather